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Research Software 
Research software are sophisticated programs that are designed in a certain way to help researchers manage, handle, shape, and raw meaning from unstructured data. The software does not dot the thinking for a researcher but it provides a platform and workspace for one to work through the information at ease. Research software ease the research process and guarantee quality output. The researcher must however be knowledgeable to analyze the results and make informed inferences one they get the output. For a novice, utilizing research software can be daunting due to the elaborate features put in place to ease the data process. Research software make work easier since they have inbuilt tools for arranging, sorting, and classifying information. To run these tools, one requires some bit of training from an experienced person or through self-initiatives. 
A novice will therefore find it hard to understand the tools, their use, and how to manoeuver within the software to make sense of the information at hand. The learning experience could be difficult and it might be time consuming. Another daunting experience is when one get the unexpected outcome. When coding was involved to generate a certain output, a very minor mistake would result into an error. One is then required to check through the code and identify where the mistake was done. This is one of the most daunting experience not only for a novice but even for the experienced persons (Jiménez et al., 2017). On the other hand it is exciting to learn how to use this tools. When one has learned to utilize the tools to perform various functions, it becomes exciting to note how efficient and effective they are. It is also exciting to realize the ease at which they generate output whose accuracy is guaranteed as long as the right procedures were followed. Another exiting thing is to learn to do different operations and achieve the same results. It is also important to note that a novice might find it difficult to do different types of operations and analysis. The procedures applied in one analysis could be different while conducting a different analysis. Once a person has become experienced with research software, it becomes very easy to carry out different operations and achieve the desired goal.  
When conducting a research project, it is important to know the type of software to use. Some of the guiding principles are based on the kind of data one would collect. There are two types of data, that is, qualitative and quantitative data (Salmona & Kaczynski, 2016). Different software are used to handle different types of data. Qualitative data will be handled using qualitative software while quantitative data is handled using quantitative data. 
The difference between qualitative and quantitative software is based on the difference between qualitative and quantitative research. For instance, qualitative research aims at getting a profound understanding of the reasons for the research. It gives insight based on the problem in question. A qualitative software must therefore have tools that are able to handle qualitative data. On the other hand quantitative research aims at data quantification. Results can be generalized from a sample of the target population. The quantitative software used must have tools that can analyze quantitative data. It is also important to note that quantitative software has more sophisticated features and tools compared to qualitative software. 
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